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degree so far as the job in hand was concerned, for
the development of Andros Island and the cultivation
of the sisal plant for the purpose of the manufacture
of hemp were alike in their infancy. Neville Cham-
berlain in short was engaged in pioneer work.

The pioneer had to start from scratch. It was not
a question of arriving at a well-appointed residence
with trained native servants to execute his orders
and minister to his needs. So far from this being the
position, there was no house for him to go to at all.
The result was that Neville Chamberlain and his
manager had perforce to live in a native hut, while
the house was under construction. This hut con-
sisted of three rooms covered over with a thatched
roof, in which dwelt also a large colony of centipedes
and scorpions; there were no windows. Such a
dwelling might have been disagreeable to a young
Englishman fresh from the comforts of a wealthy
home, even if he and Knowles had had the exclusive
use of the three rooms to themselves. In fact how-
ever they had to share their palace with the fifteen
native carpenters, who were at work upon the con-
struction of the house. An old negress supplied such
service as there was, cooking a somewhat mono-
tonous diet of rice and porridge, fish and eggs. In
such conditions Neville Chamberlain made the
acquaintance of the problem which confronted
him.

There was this much to be said for the primitive
home-life which alone was available at the time;
it offered few temptations to linger in the house to
the detriment of work upon the plantation. With
such abundant and obvious evidence of the difficulties
of the task all about him, there was in any case no
temptation to a man of Chamberlain's determined
temperament and thorough disposition to do other-
wise than concentrate his whole energies upon
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